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The views in this presentation are personal and not

necessarily representative of my institution’s views

on plagiarism and other unethical conducts in

academics.
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Disclaimer
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Research Misconduct, Plagiarism and Its Causes
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Causes of Plagiarism (References: Jareb et al., 2018; Salleh, Starovoytova, 2017; Harji et al., 2017)

Institutional failure Individual attitude
Lack of awareness about 
the concept of plagiarism

Lack of or poor writing 
skills

Improper time 
management

Plagiarism - “copying (or using) of others' work that (accidently or otherwise) deceives a 
third party about the authorship (or ownership) of the work” (Yeo, 2007, p. 201).

Research misconduct – “fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing, 
or reviewing research, or in reporting research results” (Awasthi, 2019; Roig, 2010)
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Source: https://thevisualcommunicationguy.com/2014/09/16/did-i-plagiarize-the-types-and-severity-of-plagiarism-violations/
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Anti-Plagiarism Softwares/Tools
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NOT FREE FREE…

However, be careful!
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Plagiarism Courses, Certification Tests & Resources

• https://plagiarism.iu.edu/certificationTests/

• https://www.coursera.org/lecture/digital-
literacy/4-1-avoiding-plagiarism-fw8RA

• https://www.epigeum.com/courses/studying/
avoiding-plagiarism/ - Oxford University Press

• https://plagiarism.org/audience/researchers
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Example of Plagiarism & Its Consequences – Sept. 2020
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Source:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344247318_Rare_Earth_Elements_as_Emerging_Contaminants_and_Applications_Occurrence_Sources_and_Environmental_and_Human_Health_Risks_Caused_by_Them_A_Review_Study/comments

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344247318_Rare_Earth_Elements_as_Emerging_Contaminants_and_Applications_Occurrence_Sources_and_Environmental_and_Human_Health_Risks_Caused_by_Them_A_Review_Study/comments
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Conclusion & Recommendations for Mitigating Plagiarism 

Conclusion

• Be intentional about mitigating the unethical conduct of plagiarism!

Recommendations for Mitigating Plagiarism

• Institutions - invest in plagiarism softwares for staff and students

• Academics - Take responsibility for your own research conduct; Write consistently & freely

• Plagiarism policy - developed and advocated in tertiary institutions

• Mandatory plagiarism courses and tests - students and staff

• Continuous orientation and training

• Research methods and writing skills training for under- and postgraduate levels

• Libraries should play a significant role in this

• Office of Research Integrity
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